THE BOOK OF GENESIS- THE BEGINNING OF IT ALL

It all starts here, at the beginning of what we as Christian believers hold true as our foundation and purpose for being apart of God’s overall plan.  Stretching from the Creation story, the descendents of Adam and Eve through and Israel’s four-century exile in Egypt, this book has been debated by theologians, scientists, philosophers, atheists and different religions for generations.

This lesson is written in a format that makes it understandable for someone new to Christ and for some who simple just need additional information about the word. Now there are multiple ways it can be looked at, but for the purpose of this series of teachings I will only focus in part on the basic foundational importance within four key sections:

History (Chapters 1:1-11:26), The Patriarch Abraham (11:27-25:18), The Patriarchs Isaac and Jacob (25:19-36:43) and Joseph and His Brothers (37:1-50:26).
To get a full understanding of the importance of this book, one must read the following seven stories:  Creation- Gen 1:1-2:3, Adam and Eve and their fall from grace- Gen. 2:4-5:32, Noah and the Ark- Gen. 6:1-11:32, Abraham’s Story- Gen 12:1-25:18, Isaac’s Story- Gen. 25:19-28:9, Jacob’s Story- Gen. 28:10-36:43 and Joseph’s Story- Gen 37:1-50:26.
HISTORY: Genesis 1:1-11:26
So how do we begin? I will not be able to cover the entire history, as it is vital you study that for yourself, but I will attempt to cover some of the beginning basics. 

The Book of Genesis is credited to Moses as its author and is believed to have been written to the Israelites between 1450-1410 BC.  Set in the Middle East, The Book of Genesis covers the Garden of Eden, the Mountains of Ararat, Babel, Ur, Haran, Shecham, Hebron, Beersheba, Bethel and Egypt. The entire book sets the stage of God’s greatest creation plan and shows His nature as creator, father, disciplinary ultimately sending His son to become our Redeemer.

We see God create something out of nothing when he spoke the heavens, earth, light, water, land, plants, fruit, seeds, sun, moon, land, air and sea creatures into existence. When what He created He saw as good, he decided to create man in His image and charged them to be productive, to procreate and have dominion over everything placed in their care.  What is so important is the level of attention God took in creating Adam and Eve. The intricacy and complexity that makes up the human body is nothing short of marvelous.  From the ability to think, solve problems, create, discover, design and create life, we were created by an awesome God to do awesome things. That is why it is unfortunate Adam and Eve didn’t make it past the third chapter before falling into a sinful state of being.

In fact it is rather shameful that God gave them free reign over everything and every area within their surroundings with exception to eating from the tree of knowledge of good and evil. Unfortunately, we see the power of the enemy in the form of a serpent, used the power of persuasion to convince Eve that God didn’t mean they would die by eating from fruit from the tree of knowledge of good and evil but was able to be seduce her to eat and offer the fruit to Adam. By doing so, their eyes were open to sin, their nakedness before God and the punishment He rendered as a result of their disobedience.  Their punishment: For the serpent, to crawl on the ground for eternity and bad blood between all descendants of Eve and the Satan. For Eve: The punishment passed down to all women by means of pain during childbirth and a desire to rule her husband but he would control her. For Adam: The punishment for men included having to work hard for what they eat, and death by returning back to the ground that he was created from.

Although Adam and Eve severed their relationship with one another, God, the non human world and the earth, despite the shame of being hidden from God, God, being merciful, knew man would need redemption and later allowed Jesus to come and die on the cross to bring man back into right relationship with God. 

THE PATRIARCH ABRAHAM (11:27-25:18)

Abraham, originally Abram, is considered the “father of a multitude” was the son of Terah, and was the heir of the promises of God (Gen 12:2-7) where God said, “I will make of thee a great nation.” His story is reflective of our journey through life. We are currently looking for better means of supporting ourself, being blessed financially, being a blessing to our families and doing a great work for God.

What makes this story so remarkable is that at age 75, Abraham and his wife Sarai 65 were childless and vulnerable as wanderers on a quest for God. Without an heir to pass along his possessions, Sarai convinced her husband to take an Egyptian concubine, Hagar, from which a son, Ishmael was born but his birth could not fulfil God’s promise of a great nation being born from him. So God made circumcision the sign of his covenant relationship with Abram, and changed Abram and Sarai’s names to Abraham and Sarah. When Abraham was 100, Sarah, then 90, bore to him a son, Isaac. God told Abraham to sacrifice Isaac on an alter in the mountain land of Moriah (Gen 22) but intervened and spared the child only after Abraham proved he was willing to sacrifice his only son to obey the voice of God. 

Abraham is an example of having faith beyond what the circumstances look like and is the same promise God extends to all those who believe in Him. This leads us through the stories of Lot, Joseph and Moses and traced the lineage that eventually leads to Jesus.

PATRIARCHS ISSAC AND JACOB/ISRAEL  (25:19-36:43) 
Isaac appears in scripture 128 times and was the only son of Abraham and Sarah. He was the longest to live of the three Patriarchs, and the one God confirmed He would establish His Covenant with as an everlasting one that would extend to his descendants after him.

At age 40 he married Rebekah, who bore twin sons Esau and Jacob. While in Rebekah’s womb, the babies were constantly battling one another. The Lord later revealed to Rebekah that there were two nations within her womb and both peoples were warring within her but the younger would eventually rule the elder. This came to pass as Esau, the eldest and favored of his father, sold his birthrights to his brother Jacob, the younger, for a bowl of stew (Gen 25:29-34).  When their father was old and dying, Jacob, with the help of his mother Rebekah, disguised himself as his older brother and obtained the blessing by deceiving his father (Gen 27:1-40). This deceptive action caused Jacob to flee his brother Esau’s wrath and abandon his land for a season.

Isaac however lived a full life and died at Hebron. He is currently believed to be buried at what is known as the “Tomb of the Patriarchs”, which includes Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, Rebekah, Jacob/Isreal and Leah.  

Jacob (Israel) whose name means “one who holds the heel” is the son of Isaac, and the younger of the twins. He deceived his father, stole his brother’s birthright and eventually fled to Haran where his mother was born. There he was tricked into working seven years for Rachel only to be told he must marry Leah instead. His love for Rachel was so great, he agreed to work seven additional years just to have her. Although Leah was able to bear multiple children (Reuben, Simeon, Levi and Judah), Rachel was not able to have children at that time. Further, concubines bore Jacob four additional sons (Dan, Naphtali, Gad and Asher) followed by Leah having two additional sons (Issachar and Zebulun). Finally, Racehl bore her husbands favorite son Joseph (whose name means Increaser) and finally a son Benjamin, which she died during childbirth having. These twelve sons make up the 12 Tribes of Israel. 

Jacob’s death comes at the end of Genesis and represents an end to the patriarchal age.

JOSEPH AND HIS BROTHERS-37:1-50:26

Finally we come down to the conflict between Joseph and his brothers, that echo’s throughout the history of Israel. Stemming from the marriages to Leah and Rachel, Jacob loved Rachel more than Leah causing him to favor Joseph above all his sons. Generally the eldest son is slated for leadership and is considered the heir to their fathers, however this is not how life played out for Jacob’s children.

The eldest Reuben son of Leah, because of his sin in sleeping with Jacob’s concubine Bilhah, had his rights divided between his other brothers and was cursed by his father on Jacob’s death bed. 

Levi inherited the priesthood and was primarily responsible for taking care of the tabernacle and later the temple in Jerusalem. The Levites eventually were distinguished as servants to God for refusing to worship the Golden Calf in Exodus 32: 26-29

Judah inherited the kingship and acted as a spokesman to his father Jacob during their travels through Egypt. He was the one who suggested Joseph get sold into slavery as opposed to dying in a pit. They eventually inhabited Jerusalem during the reighn of King David and Solomon.

Asher whose mother was Leah’s maidservant Zilpah, also assisted in trying to sell Jacob into slavery. Jacob blessed Asher on his deathbed by declaring from him will come the richest food that will provide the kings delights.

Dan whose mother was Rachel’s maidservant Bilhah, also tried to sell Joseph but Jacob blessed his saying he shall judge his people.

Gad’s mother also was Zilpah and his name comes from the Hebrew word troop. He too tried to sell Joseph but was blessed by Jacob who said Raiders will raid Gad, but he will raid at their heels.

Issachar, whose name means “man of reward”, is the son of Leah and also tried to sell Joseph into slavery. His descendants are men who had an understanding of the times and Jewish traditions.

Nephtali, was the son of Bilhah and are described as brave soldiers (Judges 5:18). His father called him “a running deer”

Simeon was the son of Leah and his name means “God has heard that I was unloved.” He and his brother Levi destroyed the entire village of Shechem after his sister Dinah was raped (Genesis 34). He eventually was appointed to stay behind as collateral for Benjamin to ensure his brothers would return back from Canaan.

Zebulun was the son of Leah and too was part of the plot to sell Joseph into slavery. His father blessed him saying he “shall settle the seashores; he will be a harbour for ships; his border shall reach Sidon.”
Benjamin, was the second favorite son of Jacob and Rachel. His mother died giving birth to him and his name means “son of my right hand.” Next to Joseph, he was Jacob’s favorite son and born after Joseph was sold into slavery. His siblings tried to set him up too, by claiming he stole from his brothers.
 Finally we come to Joseph, who was Jacob’s favored son and the eldest son of Rachel. He received a double-portion of the birthright forfeited by Reuben and his descendants comprised Manasseh and Ephraim along with two territories in the Holy Land.  Joseph was a shepherd along with his brothers but was also a dreamer who often saw he would one-day rule over his brothers. Eventually his brothers sold him into slavery where he ended up running the household of Potiphar, a officer for the kitchen of Pharaoh. Joseph was eventually imprisoned but because of his dream interpretation capabilities, found favor with Pharaoh. Eventually Joseph was in charge of rationing food to the Egyptians and his brothers came seeking food.  Eventually Joseph forgave his brothers and inherited his father’s double portion blessing.
THIS LESSON GIVES YOU A BRIEF OVERVIEW OF THE BOOK OF GENESIS AND IT IS RECOMMENDED YOU READ THE STORIES FOR YOURSELF TO FULLY UNDERSTAND WHY CERTAIN EVENTS TOOK PLACE. 

IF YOU HAVE ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS, THERE ARE MULTIPLE ONLINE SITES THAT PROVIDE SPECIFIC DETAILS ON ALL OF THE MATERIALS COVERED.
