The book of Leviticus in the third and larger part of the Pentateuch books of Moses extending from the Exodus stories around Exodus 19:1 through Numbers 10:10 and deals with the situating of the Israelites at Sinai. Here we find at the conclusion of Exodus, the glory of the Lord settling upon the meeting tent but the sanctuary is not operational until the book of Leviticus.

Leviticus receives its name from the Septuagint (the pre-Christian Greek translation of the OT) and means “relating to the Levites” or “and he called” in the Hebrew text. The Book of Leviticus deals with the duties of the Levite Priests, but the service of worship at the tabernacle conducted by the sons of Aaron assisted by the members from the tribe of Levi. Leviticus gives the standards of the laws and regulations for worship in the tabernacle, instructions on ceremonial cleanness, moral laws, holy days, the Sabbath year and the Year of Jubilee. It is believed to have been drawn from the timeframe when the Israelites and Moses, camped at the base of Mount Sinai, prior to preparing to go into the land of Canaan.

Not only does the Book of Leviticus provide a manual of regulations enabling the holy King to set up his earthly throne amount the people of his kingdom, it explains how these people are to live and worship Him based on Holiness (being separated from sin and set apart exclusively for the Lords purpose) and physical perfection. If a motto were provided it would simply be “You shall make and keep yourselves holy, because I am holy” (Ch 11:44, 19:2, 20:26) Failure to do so would result in God scattering he people among the nations leaving their lands desolate and deserted (26:33).
After the covenant agreement at Sinai, the Israelites were the earthly representation of God’s kingdom. The Book of Leviticus can be broken up into six sections including:

· The Five Main Offerings or Ritual Sacrifices (Ch 1-7)

· Ordination of Aaron and his sons (Ch 8-10)

· Legal Purity Laws (Ch 11-15)

· The Annual Day of Atonement (Ch 16)

· Living Holy and Righteous before the Lord (Ch 17-26)

· Redemption Offerings (Ch 27)

I will not be able to go into full detail on this book but I will try to offer a synopsis for the series in hopes that you will go back and research areas of interest for yourself.

The Five Main Offerings or Ritual Sacrifices (Ch 1-7)

1. The Burnt Offering (Ch 1) 


Meat offerings were voluntary acts of worship, atonement for unintentional sin, expressions of devotion and commitments as a sign of surrendering to God. There were precious, as meat was a rare luxury eaten only on special occasions. Such offerings were required to offer the Lord a “Holocaust” offering (Greek for “wholly burnt”) from the herd or flock of animals specifically as sacrificial bovine victims (bulls, cows and calves) or ovine victims (sheep, lamb, goats and kids) or a bird offering (turtledove or pigeon). It was always male, unblemished, and the entire animal was sacrificed except its hide. This was done in the fire, on the altar, and done to as a sweet smelling obligation meant to render glory and praise to God. *Aaron and his sons were the only ones who could offer the blood up by splashing it on the sides of the altar at the entrance of the meeting tent. The blood offering of animals in the Old Testament are replaced in the New Testament with the death of Jesus. For this God received the entire animal, the Priest kept the skin so it could be sold and the offerer received nothing.

2. The Grain (Cereal) Offering (Ch 2)

Grain offerings were voluntary acts of worship and a sign or reminder of devotion to God in recognition of His goodness and provisions. The grains consisted of grain, fine flour, olive oil, incense, baked breads, cakes or wagers, salt (representing friendship and alliance), no yeast or honey. They often were submitted with burnt offerings, drink offerings and peace offerings. God received a small portion of this offering while the remainder was given to the priests. The priests were mandated to burn the remainder not used. Grain offerings submitted by an individual had to be eaten within the court of the tabernacle.

3. The Fellowship (Peace) Offering (Ch 3)

Fellowship or Peace offerings were the fulfillment sacrifice offered as a vow unto the Lord.  It consisted of any animal without defect from the herd or flock as well as a variety of breads. This voluntary act of worship, thanksgiving and fellowship included a communal meal, a vow and freewill offering. God was to receive the fatty portions (fat covering the inner parts, the fat tail, kidneys and lobe of the liver. The High Priest was given the breast (wave offering) and the right foreleg was given to the officiating priest as a heave offering. The offerer gave this as a thanksgiving offering and the remainder of the offering was to be eaten the dame day. None of the offering was allowed to remain. The vow or freewill offering also had to be eaten the same day and the day after but any leftovers had to be burnt by the third day.

4. The Sin Offering (Ch 4:1-5:13)

Sin offerings were don to atone for sin although sin was not necessarily considered a moral fault. It included all cases of ritual uncleanness, which people incurred in unavoidable circumstances. The anointed priest and his violation of the ceremonial law brought collective guilt on all the people whom he represented before God. Sin offerings were sacrifices for the remission of sin and God required mandatory atonement via confession of sin, forgiveness of their sin and cleansing from their defilement. This offering consisted of a young bull for the High Priest and entire congregation. The blood was sprinkled in front of the veil and put on the hors of the altar of incense. Male goats were sacrificed on behalf of the leader and that blood was put on the horns of the altar of burnt offerings. Female goats or lambs were sacrificed on behalf of common people and the blood on the horns of the altar of burnt offerings. The poor submitted doves or pigeons, and the blood was put on the horns of the altar of burnt offerings. 1/10 ephah of fine flour was submitted by the very poor. The fatty portions of fat covering, including the inner parts, fat tail, kidneys and liver lobe was given God. Atonement for High Priests and the congregation received none of the offering as the remainder was burnt outside the camp where the ashes were thrown. Atonement for others all had to be eaten within the court of tabernacle while the offerer received nothing.

5. The Guilt Offering (Ch 5:14-6:7)

The Guilt or Trespass offering was given for those cheat God by not offering the full amount in tithes, first fruits etc. The guilt offering was an additional penalty imposed as reparations for the injustice involved in the fault, which was atoned for by this sacrifice. It resembles our current day system were we incur late fees or penalties for non-payment or late payments on debt. Often times this occurred after the fact when someone becomes aware of the sin or error. For example when someone found a lost article and denies the fact swearing falsely about it, it becomes a sinful oath made and he has incurred guild by such sins (stolen property). This offering generally was a ram, and was required as restitution for cleansing the defilement. It normally amounted to paying 20% restitution. The rams fatty portions, fat covering inner parts, fat tail, kidneys and liver lobe were offered to God while the remainder had to be eaten within the court of tabernacle by the priests. The offerer received none of the ram.

6. Additional Offerings (Ch 6:8-7:38)

Additional offerings included the Daily Cereal Offering, Sin Offerings, Guild Offerings, Peace Offerings, Prohibition Against Blood and Fat Offerings and the Portions for Priests. 

Ordination of Aaron and his sons (Ch 8-10)

This section covers the origin and ordination of the Aaronic priesthood was considered the lesser of the two priesthoods and contained the offices of deacon, teacher, priest and bishop. It serves as a guide for all future ordinations. Starting with Aaron and his sons Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar, these priests were descendants of the tribe of Levi, and were commissioned by God as separate. They alone were allowed to approach God provided they were without blemishes. Their duties included teaching the Law, offering sacrifices, maintaining the Tabernacle and the Temple, officiating in the Holy Place, inspecting ceremonially unclean persons and functioning as tax collectors. 

Ranging in age from 12-17 and 25-50 depending on the office. *Other than Aaron’s family, three other families, the Kohathites (who maintained the furniture, vessels and veils of the Tabernacle), the Gershonites (who maintained the coverings, hangings and doors of the Tabernacle) and the Merarites (who maintained the supports, plank bars and cords of the Tabernacle) made up those allowed to serve a Levitical priests.

1. Ordaining Aaron and His Sons (Ch 8)

Leviticus Chapter 8 portrays the fulfillment of God’s commands pertaining to the ordination of Aaron and his sons, as detailed in Exodus chapter 29. Prior to this ceremony, Moses functions as Israel’s priest.  In our discussion of Exodus, we briefly touched upon the vestments involved but not in detail.  The 8 articles description (Taken from The Priestly Garments and Their Significance by Carl Schultz):

Breeches-This particular garment (Exodus 28:42) was to assure the modesty demanded of the priest when officiating at the altar (20:26). It was made of linen (39:28), since the priest must not perspire when officiating (Ezekiel 44:18). While the breeches were part of the daily dress of the priest, they are specified in particular as part of his apparel when he was removing the ashes of the burnt offerings from the altar (Leviticus 6:10) and in connection with his activities on the Day of Atonement (16:4).

Tunic--This item, part of the normal dress of every man, was to be worn under the outer garment.4 It was a long or half-sleeved shirtlike garb reaching to the ankles.5 Made of linen, as were all the "inner" garments, it was to have a checked design, indicating either an open texture or a variegation of colors (Exodus 28:39).

Girdle--This was a kind of linen sash, essential to a flowing garment, to assure warmth and maneuverability.

Turban--Two different Hebrew words are used for the headdress, indicating a distinction between the hat of the high priest, to be discussed later, and the ordinary priests. The turban of the latter was an ornamented head-covering made of fine linen, wrapped about the head in a conical shape.

Robe of the Ephod (Exodus 28:31-34)--The first "over" piece to be put on was the robe. This garment, probably sleeveless, was essentially a large blue mantle with a hole for the wearer's head. A closely woven binding bordered the edge of the head opening to prevent tearing. The skirts of this robe were fringed with alternating woolen pomegranates (i.e., woolen balls shaped like pomegranates) and golden bells. Pomegranates were used for decorative purposes. (1 Kings 7:20, 42). This fruit was also popular as a fertility symbol because of its many seeds, suggesting incomparable fruitfulness. The bells provided sound by which the people could follow the progress of the priest.

Ephod (Exodus 28:6-12). This was perhaps the most important item of the priestly clothing. A kind of apron made of materials woven out of gold and linen thread and variously colored yarns, it covered the back and chest, reaching nearly to the knees. It was fastened to the body by two shoulder straps and a belt with which it was lined. Upon the shoulder straps were two onyx stones, on which the names of the sons of Israel were engraved in the order of their birth. These two onyx stones, called "stones of remembrance," were not so much to remind Aaron of all the tribes he should serve, but to remind God of all the tribes with whom He had made a covenant. As long as the priest bore the names of Israel before the Lord, He would not forget to be gracious to Israel. Thus, in effect, there was a kind of wordless intercessory prayer.6
Breastpiece (Exodus 28:15-30). The breastpiece,7 so called because of its position when worn, was a pouch made from the same materials as the ephod. Chains of braided gold and golden rings with loops of blue secured the breastpiece in position. Its primary purpose was to contain the sacred lot, the Urim and Thummim. By wearing them above his heart, Aaron would indicate that justice originates with God and would remind God to maintain the administration of justice in Israel. Three times this article is referred to as the "breastpiece of judgment."

Turban (Exodus 28:36-38). This tall, cone-shaped headdress was made of linen. (The Hebrew term means, "that which is wrapped" and suggests a long piece of linen that was wound around the head many times.) Attached to this turban was a plate of pure gold on which were engraved the words "Holy to the Lord." This gold plate was equivalent to a diadem or crown, symbolizing the regal splendor of the high priest. The phrase "Holy to the Lord" signified that the high priest and, through his mediatorship, the entire nation belonged to the Lord and were set apart for His peculiar service. By wearing this turban, the priest could compensate for any deficiencies in his conduct of worship so that there would be no infringements on the demands of holiness. The wearing of this hat assured the acceptance of the people before the Lord.

The Lord commanded Moses to take Aaron and his sons, together with the vestments, the anointing oil, the bullocks for a sin offering, two rams and a basket of unleavened food. The community was then assembled at the entrance of the meeting tent, where Moses brought forth Aaron and his sons, washed them with water, placed the tunic on Aaron, girded him with the sash, clothed him with the robe, placed the ephod on him, girded him with the embroidered belt of the ephod, fastening it around him. He then set the breastpiece on him with the Urim and Thumimim in it and put the miter on his head attaching the gold plate, the sacred diadem over the front of the miter, at his forehead as the Lord commanded him to do (Ch 8: 4-9)
Moses then takes the anointing oil, anointed and consecrated the Dwelling, with all that was in it. He sprinkled some of this oil seven times on the altar, anointed the altar, all the appurtenances and the laver and its base. He then poured oil on Arron’s head, consecrating him, then brought forth Aaron’s sons, clothed them with tunics, girded them with sashes and placed turbans on their heads.
The Purpose
 A threefold purpose is discernible in these passages relative to the priestly regalia:

1. Decorative--They were to give Aaron dignity and grandeur (Exodus 28:2). This was most essential since the appearance of the high priest was to convey the beauty and authority that belonged to God himself.

2. Functional--Each piece obviously had, in addition to the decorative purpose, a functional role. The breeches, for example, were for the sake of modesty (Exodus 28:42), and the breastplate served as a pouch to contain the sacred lot, Urim and Thummim. 28:30).3
 

3. Symbolic--More than ornamentation was involved. Consider the 12 precious stones of the breastpiece of judgment, which represented the 12 tribes of Israel. When wearing this article, the high priest bore the names of the tribes to bring them to continual remembrance before the Lord (Exodus 28:29). The clothing of the priest was to provide a measure of realization of his task in representing Israel to God.

2. The Priests (Ch 9)

These men were chosen to be in a position of spiritual leadership in the days of the Temple and were primarily responsible for conducting/overseeing sacred services. They were called upon to direct themselves and the community in the proper service of God. They were charged with displaying kindness, understanding and love as Aaron had as the first High Priest. 

More importantly they were required to be set apart, could not be afflicted with bodily defilements, lived virtuous lives and served in the strength of the whole man. They were responsible for offering sacrifices for the people (Leviticus 1-4), maintaining the sanctuary (Numbers 18:1,5,7), teaching the law (Leveticus 10:9-11, Malachi 2:7, Deuteronomy 31:9-13) and could be punished severely for personal calamity (I Samual 2:12-36, Hosea 5:1-7, Zephaniah 3:4, Malachi 1:13 -2:2) which effected the whole land of Isreal (Michah 3:11-12, 2 Chronicles 36: 14-21)

*Leviticus 9:22-24 shows after Aaron went through the required rituals for the holocaust offering, he raised his hands over the people and blessed them. When he came down from offering the sin, holocaust and peace offerings, Moses joined him in the meeting tent. When they emerged, they again blessed the people and the glory of the Lord was revealed to everyone. Fire came forth from the Lord’s presences, consumed the holocaust and the remnants of the fat on the altar, causing the people to cry out and fall prostrate before the presence of God.

3. The Death of Nadab and Abihu (Ch 10)

Aarons eldest sons were privileged to see God and live to tell about it. God had chosen them to represent Him in the priesthood but they made a fatal mistake. Just as Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden of Eden eating forbidden fruit, Nadab and Abihu each took his censer (fire-pans sacred to the alter), put fire in them, put incense on it, and offered it before the Lord. Only fire from a holy object (the altar) was suitable to put in the censer. 

First, it was considered profane because it was not made holy, was unconsecrated and was considered ordinary. Second, they presumed to do something in worship before God He never commanded of them. This was inexcusable as God, up to that point, dictated every detail of worship in the Tabernacle. Therefore their act of being presumptuous served as a reminder of God’s authority and the consequences of disobedience for generations to come.  
Legal Purity Laws (Ch 11-15)
1. Clean/Unclean Eating (Ch 11)

These animals are too numerous to list but included some of the following criteria:

CLEAN animals with cloven hoofs that chewed the cud, fish with fins and scales and insects of the locust family: (goat, ox, sheep, lamb, cattle, chicken, pigeon, dove, pheasant, quail, locusts, crickets, grasshoppers, bass, perch, pike, Pollack, sole, flounder, snapper, and cod)

UNCLEAN animals were all carnivorous birds, sea creatures without fins or scales, most insects, rodents and reptiles: (rat, bear, mole, skunk, monkey, camel, snail, rabbit, hare, worms, all other insects, bats, buzzards, crow, eagle, owl, raven, seagull, alligator, frog, lizard, snake, turtle, eel, shark, squid, oyster, prawn, scallop, shrimp, oyster, crab, clam, lobster, jellyfish, dolphin, whale, seal)

2. Purification after Childbirth (Ch 12)

The period of uncleanness for a woman after childbirth was more serious during the first period, seven days after the birth of a boy (and on the 8th day the boy is circumcised) then she shall spend thirty-three days more becoming purified on her blood, not touching anything sacred or entering the sanctuary till the days of her purification are done. The fourteen days after the birth of a girl, she spends sixty-six days (double that of a male child) becoming purified on her blood, not touching anything sacred or entering the sanctuary till the days of her purification are done.  She is then required to bring the priest a yearling lamb for a holocaust and a pigeon or a turtledove for a sin offering to atone for herself so she will be clean again. *If she cannot afford a lamb, she is to take two turtle doves or two pigeons; one for a holocaust and sin offering.

3. Regulations for Skin Diseases (Ch 13:1-46)

Skin diseases were various sorts of skin blemishes, which were not contagious, but disqualified one from associations with others in public worship or until declared ritually clean. Although the Hebrew term does not refer to Hansen’s disease commonly known as leprosy, it is implied. Priests examined the sores on the skin of the body (as public health officers) and diagnosed the diseased. If the hair on the sore had turned white, and the sore appears deeper than the skin of his body, it was deemed leprous. In these instances where a person was unable to be pronounced clean they were isolated outside the city or camp for fear the suspected disease was infectious or contagious. This could have included smallpox, measles and scarlet fever. Lepers were to have their clothes torn and head bare. They lived in a state of mourning and public disgrace in isolation. They were considered walking dead.

4. Regulations for Mildew on Garments (Ch 13: 47-59)
When the clothing, walls or hide leather is infected with mildew, mold or fungus the priests quarantines the articles for seven days. If it spread, the garment was burned, if it had not, the items were washed and quarantined for another seven days. If it has not changed, it is burned, if it has left, it is washed again and deemed clean.

5. Cleansing from Skin Diseases (Ch 14:1-32)
First the priest examines the person outside the camp and if the disease appears to have healed, he orders the person to be purified to get two live, clean birds, cedar wood, scarlet yarn and hyssop. They are ordered to slay one bird over an earthen vessel with spring water in it then take the live bird with the cedar wood, scarlet yarn and hyssop to the priest who dips them in the blood and sprinkled the person seven times to be purified. The living bird is allowed to fly away and the person washes their garment, shave their hair and bath in water. They must remain outside the came seven days and on the seventh day, shave their hairs again and wash again. 

Two unblemished male lambs, one unblemished yearling ewe lamb, three tenths of an ephah of fine flour mixed with oil for a cereal offering and one log of oil is presented to the priest for purification. For a poor person, one male lamb for a guild offering used as a wave offering to atone for themselves with one tenth of an ephah of fine flour mixed with oil for a cereal offering and one log of oil and two turtledoves or pigeons and one as a sin offering was presented to the priest for purification. 

6. Cleansing from Mildew (Ch 14:33-57)
The Lord commands Moses and Aaron that when they enter Caanan, the houses would be marked with leprous infection and the owners that come to the priests are to have their houses cleared out for examination. If the infection is greenish or reddish going deeper than the surface of the wall the house is quarantined seven days and if still present, scraped from the surfaces and dumped in an unclean place outside the city. New stones are brought in and put in with new mortar and plaster. An atonement offering is then made to purify the home. 

7. Discharges (Ch 15)

This discharge had to do with diseases of the reproductive parts. Everything from the bed, to clothing and body is considered unclean and anyone touching them were considered unclean until they washed are remain outside the camp for a day. The person infected is required to stay outside the camp for seven days for his purification, then must wash, bath and be cleaned. He then makes an offering of two turtle doves or pigeons as a sin and holocaust offering. 

When carnal intimacy between a man and a woman come into play, both are required to bathe in water and be unclean until evening. This includes women wither menstrual flow for as long as she has her flow.

8. The Annual Day of Atonement “Yom Kippur” (Ch 16)

*Is considered the most important holiday of the Jewish year.  Occurring on the 10th day of Tishri this day means “Day of Atonement” set aside to afflict the soul to atone for the sins against God of the past year. During this time the sanctuary, inside the veil (holies of holies) afforded the High Priest to enter once a year. It is considered a complete Sabbath with no work being performed and included a 25 hour fast from sunset on the evening before Yom Kippur and ending after nightfall the day of Yom Kippur. 
It included an offering of a Scapegoat, which atoned for the sins of man and then led into the wilderness and a fast (only prescribed fast in the Mosaic Law)
Living Holy and Righteous before the Lord (Ch 17-26)
1. Eating Blood Prohibited (Ch 17)
Considered the seat and sign of life, blood was considered sacred. Butchering was considered a sacrificial act performed at the sanctuary whenever possible. The sacrificing of animal blood on behalf of human life acknowledged God’s punishments for sin being forgiven, which Christ (New Testament) later died to permanently redeem man of. God commanded anyone partaking of blood would be cut off from the people. 

2. Unlawful Sexual Relations (Ch 18)
These laws were formulated and directed to the males of Israelite only, but applied to women as well. Marriage as well as casual intercourse was forbidden between men and women of the specified degrees of relationships. This included close relatives. Sons could not be intimate with their mothers. Siblings could not have intercourse. Fathers could not be intimate with their daughters or stepdaughters. Fathers could not have intercourse with their granddaughter and mothers with their grandsons. Intimacy with aunts and uncles was forbidden, as well as in-laws, woman & their daughter(s) or her son’s daughter(s). While your life is living, you shall not marry her sister. It was forbidden to have intimacy with a women who was menstrual as she was considered unclean or married women (neighbors wife). Child Sacrifices to the Caanan God Molech, homosexuality, bestiality and intimacy with foreigners from defiled nations was forbidden.

3. Various Laws for Holy Living (Ch 19) 
Consists of a summary of the laws to the congregation of the children of Isreal Moses was ordered to deliver concerning moral conduct, the ten commandments, idolatry and social issues that often arose among the people and the consequences of such actions.

4. Punishments for Sin (Ch. 20)
It is hard to believe the unnatural cruelty involved in crimes against children but they existed during this time. Laws against sacrificing children to Moloch, children that cursed their parents, people who turned to mediums and fortune-tellers, committing adultery and participated in forbidden sexual relations would be put to death. 

5. Regulations for Priests (Ch 21:1, 21:16) 
These laws concerned the priests and all were to be without blemish, separated from sinners.  These laws forbid the priests from making themselves unclean by preparing corpse for burial, could not marry a woman who was or had been a prostitute, divorced or without honor. Further priest daughter who dishonored their father via fornication were to be burned to death. Priests were required to marry virgins and must keep themselves free from profane impurities.

6. Acceptable and Unacceptable Sacrifices (Ch 22:17-33) 
These laws concern sacrifices by the priests, while preserving the honor of the sanctuary. The priests must always be in a state of cleanness and included the sacrifices being done in an appropriate manner.

7. The Annual Feasts (Ch. 23)
These feasts were conducted during the seven high days of the Sabbath even though they could occur on a day other than the seventh day. Priests offered 2 additional lambs in morning service and additional sacrifices for the day.

· The 1st day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread 

· The 7th day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread 

· The Feast of Weeks 

· The Feast of Trumpets 

· The Day of Atonement 

· The 1st day of the Feast of Tabernacles 

· The Last Great Day 

*Some bibles refer to these feasts as Holy Days, Passover, Pentecost, New Years Day, The Day of Atonement and The Feast of Booths
8. Rules for Oil and Bread in the Tabernacle (Ch 24:1-9) 
The Sanctuary Light consisted of clear oil of crushed olives for the light to keep lamps burning regularly for the meeting tent, outside the veil in front of the commandments and the lamps shall be set up on the pure gold lamp stand.  The Showbread, which was to be set out afresh on each Sabbath day and offered on the part of the Israelites. Aaron and his sons were required to eat it in a sacred place. Both now represent Christ as the Bread of Life and the Light of the World.

9. Punishment for Blasphemy (Ch 24:10-23)
This story shows the difficulty of a mixed marriage (Egyptian Father and Israelite Mother from the tribe of Dan) and how the offender who cursed the Lord’s name, was stoned to death by the entire community. This was to show blasphemy and murder, would not be tolerated by God. Those who did would be stoned to death.
10. The Sabbath and Jubilee Years (Ch 25) 
The Sabbath Year required the Israelites to work for six years and then rest on the seventh year and was meant to teach man about the problems of covetousness of ones possessions and to depend solely on God for provision. The Year of Jubilee signifies a peculiarly animated sound of the silver trumpets made on the evening of the great day-of-atonement. It served as proclamation of liberty and salvation form the Redeemer. It represented the fiftieth years proclaiming liberty in the land. During this time slaves were set free and landed property returned to its original owners. 
11. Covenant Blessings and Curses (Ch 26) 

This chapter covers God’s covenant with the Israelite nation as a whole and the promises and threats made primarily to the entire community should they adhere to God’s requirements. These rewards and punishments are temporal in nature as life on hearth is temporal and rewards are not transferred into the afterlife. Obedience and defiance are dealt with as a regard to worshipping God on Sabbaths, in the sanctuary and in all aspects of life.

Redemption Offerings (Ch 27)

Lastly, the laws that determined the value of children, land, animals and tax requirements fall under redemptive offerings.  Some parents gave themselves or their children in service of the Lord’s house for life. Some felt their possessions must be used for the glory of God by giving a portion to support worship and promote their cause. God did not approve of such zealous action. 

Under Mosaic law, the first born animal or first fruits of the land belonged to the Lord and all the tithes of the land be it grain, fruit or currency, belonged to him as well. If one wanted to buy back his tithe offering 1/5 more was added to the value in an effort to discourage private persons from rashly vowing their slaves or other dependents as offerings to God or profiting from what should have been redemptive sacrificial offerings. 

Generally speaking, these laws serve to teach us about the Israelites and how they were mandated to keep themselves in a state of legal purity and external sanctity. It offers a sign of their intimate union with God as he commanded “You shall be holy, because I, the Lord, am holy.”
